
​FAITH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC​
​2030 Main Street, Hartford, CT 06120​

​Phone: 860-547-0820 ~ Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.​

​Rev. Cleo Graham, Pastor​
​Join Worship Via YouTube​​https://www.youtube.com/@FaithUCCHtfd​​or​​https://faithmatterstoday.org​

​https://www.facebook.com/FaithUCCHtfd/​

​L: June 1976 Hartford Courant photo of Dea. Dames Chafin installing the cornerstone.​​R: Current views of the cornerstone​

​May 3, 2026 ~ Fifth Sunday of Easter ~ Communion Sunday​

​PRELUDE                                                                                                                                     Brother Wayne Dixon​
​WELCOME                                                                                                                            Rev. Cleo Graham, Pastor​
​ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME SONG                                                                          Deacon Pamela Walters​
​Faith​ ​Church​ ​Welcome​ ​Song:​ ​“You​ ​are​ ​welcome​ ​in​ ​this​ ​place​ ​in​​Jesus​​Name.​​You​​are​​welcome​​in​​this​
​place​​in​​Jesus​​Name.​​We’re​​glad​​you’ve​​come​​among​​us,​​and​​we​​pray​​you​​feel​​God’s​​Love​​through​​us.​
​You’re welcome in this place in Jesus Name!”​​(Sung​​twice)​

​*CALL TO WORSHIP​ ​(Congregation​​reads​​BOLD​​aloud)​ ​Deacon Charron​​Stoddart​
​Come,​ ​people​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​and​ ​be​ ​built​ ​up​ ​in​ ​love.​ ​We​ ​come​ ​as​ ​living​ ​stones,​ ​gathered​ ​into​ ​Christ’s​
​community.​​Once we wandered without direction.​​Now we are God’s people, called by mercy and grace.​
​Christ​ ​is​ ​our​ ​cornerstone,​ ​strong​ ​and​ ​faithful.​ ​In​ ​Christ,​ ​we​ ​find​ ​belonging,​ ​purpose,​ ​and​ ​hope.​ ​Come,​
​proclaim​ ​the​ ​mighty​ ​acts​ ​of​ ​the​ ​One​ ​who​ ​calls​ ​us​ ​out​ ​of​ ​darkness.​ ​We​ ​come​​to​​worship​​in​​the​​light​​of​
​God’s love.​
​*OPENING HYMN​ ​“The Solid Rock”​ ​#385 AAHH​

​INVOCATION & SHARING THE PEACE​ ​(spoken​​together)​ ​Deacon Charron & Congregants​
​“Holy​ ​God,​ ​you​ ​call​ ​us​ ​into​ ​a​ ​marvelous​ ​light​ ​and​ ​gather​ ​us​ ​together​ ​as​ ​your​ ​people.​ ​Build​ ​us​​into​​a​
​living​ ​community​ ​of​ ​faith,​ ​rooted​ ​in​ ​Christ,​ ​our​ ​Cornerstone,​​where​​love​​is​​shared,​​mercy​​is​​practiced,​
​and​​all​​are​​welcomed​​with​​grace.​​Come​​among​​us​​now​​in​​this​​time​​of​​worship.​​Shape​​us​​by​​your​​Spirit​
​and​​renew​​us​​for​​the​​work​​of​​hope​​and​​justice.​​In​​the​​name​​of​​the​​risen​​Christ​​we​​pray.​​Amen.”​​And​​let​
​us now share a moment of peace with each other!​

https://www.youtube.com/@FaithUCCHtfd
https://faithmatterstoday.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FaithUCCHtfd/


​SCRIPTURE​ ​1 Peter 2:1-10​ ​Pastor Graham​
​[red Bible (NKJV): p. 1189; blue Bible (NRSV): NT​​p. 185]​

​“The Word of God for the People of God. Praise Be to God!”​

​*GLORIA PATRI (sung)​
​“Glory be to the Father (Creator, Mother) and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.​

​As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.”​

​SERMON                                  CHRIST THE CORNERSTONE, WE THE LIVING STONES                 Pastor Graham​

​CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP​ ​“Jesus Is A Rock In A Weary Land”​ ​#222 AAHH​
​At this time, we invite you to join our church.​​You​​may come forward and be received​​by the Pastor​

​or speak to the Pastor or a Deacon after service today.​

​PASTORAL & THE LORD’S PRAYER​ ​Sis. Carol Knight-Mosby​

​RESPONSE TO PRAYER​ ​“In Times Like These”​ ​#309 AAHH​

​OFFERTORY APPEAL​ ​Pastor Graham​
​GIVE WITH A GRATEFUL HEART -​​REMEMBER THE DEACONS’​​&​​CAPITAL CAMPAIGN OFFERING​

​1. Text:  Send a text to​​73256​​Type: ‘​​faithchurch​​’​​and follow the prompts.​
​2. Online: At​​https://www.faithmatterstoday.org​​.​​Look for the​ ​button.​
​3. Check: Mail checks payable to ‘​​Faith Congregational​​Church​​’ 2030 Main St., Hartford, CT 06120.​
​4. In-Person: Ushers will now come to the pews to collect your offering.​

​OFFERTORY HYMN​ ​“Cornerstone”​ ​Faith Choir​

​OFFERTORY PRAYER                                                                                                                         Sis. Patricia Gray​

​*DOXOLOGY (sung)​
​“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures here below;​

​Praise God for all that love has done. Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.”​

​THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION​
​*STATEMENT OF FAITH​ ​(see pg. 3)​ ​All​

​COMMUNION HYMN​ ​“Break Thou The Bread Of Life”​ ​#334 AAHH​

​COMMUNION LITURGY​ ​(see pg. 4)​ ​All​

​DISTRIBUTE ELEMENTS​ ​Pastor Graham​​,​​Rev. Gaither & Deacons​

​PARTING HYMN​ ​“The Church’s One Foundation”​ ​#337 AAHH​

​(* Please stand, if able)​
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​Statement of Faith​

​We believe in God, the Eternal Spirit, God our Savior Jesus Christ and our God,​
​and to your deeds we testify:​

​You call the worlds into being, create persons in your own image,​
​and set before each one the ways of life and death.​

​You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin.​
​You judge people and nations by your righteous will,​

​declared through prophets and apostles.​

​In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior:​
​You have come to us and shared our common lot, conquering sin and death​

​and reconciling the world to yourself.​

​You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ,​
​binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues and races.​

​You call us into your church:​
​To accept the cost and joy of discipleship,​

​To be your servants in the service of others,​
​To proclaim the Gospel to all the world,​

​To share in Christ’s baptism and eat at this table,​
​To join Him in His passion and victory.​

​You promise to all who trust you:​
​Forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace,​

​Courage in the struggle for justice and peace,​
​Your presence in trial and rejoicing,​

​And eternal life in your realm which has no end.​

​Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you.​

​Amen.​
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​A Responsive Communion Liturgy​

​Leader:​ ​Let​​us​​gather​​around​​the​​table​​with​​the​​offering​​of​​bread​​and​​drink​​upon​​it​​and​​the​
​promise​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Living​ ​Christ​ ​among​ ​us.​ ​This​ ​is​ ​the​ ​welcome​​table​​of​​God​​where​​all​
​who​ ​seek​ ​to​ ​be​ ​at​ ​peace​ ​with​ ​their​ ​neighbor​ ​and​ ​all​ ​who​ ​seek​ ​the​ ​mercy​​of​​God​​in​
​Christ are embraced. Come, for we are invited into this holy mystery. Come.​

​People:         We are ready!​

​Leader:​ ​Jesus​​said:​​“I​​am​​the​​bread​​of​​life.​​All​​who​​come​​to​​me​​shall​​not​​hunger,​​and​​all​​who​
​believe in me shall never be thirsty.​

​People:         We are hungry and thirsty. O Lamb of God, we come!​

​Leader:​ ​We​​remember​​that​​on​​the​​night​​of​​betrayal​​and​​desertion,​​Jesus​​took​​his​​authority​​as​
​the​​Christ and offered the bread in thanksgiving and​​said . . .​

​People:​ ​“Take, eat. This is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”​

​Leader:​ ​In​ ​the​ ​same​ ​way,​ ​and​ ​by​ ​the​ ​same​ ​authority,​ ​Jesus​​offered​​the​​cup​​in​​thanksgiving​
​and said,​

​People:​ ​“Take,​​drink.​​This​​is​​my​​blood​​of​​the​​new​​covenant​​which​​is​​poured​​out​​for​​you​​and​
​for​ ​many,​ ​for​ ​the​ ​forgiveness​ ​of​ ​sins.​ ​Do​ ​this,​ ​as​ ​often​ ​as​ ​you​ ​drink​ ​it​ ​in​
​remembrance of me.”​

​Leader:​ ​Come,​​Holy​​Spirit.​​Come.​​Open​​our​​eyes​​to​​the​​mystery​​of​​Christ’s​​presence​​in​​these​
​ordinary​ ​things​ ​in​ ​these​ ​our​ ​ordinary​ ​lives.​ ​May​ ​they​ ​be​ ​for​​us​​the​​very​​essence​​of​
​the living Christ in​​our midst. Through the broken​​bread . . .​

​People:         We participate in the Body of Christ.​

​Leader:​ ​Through the cup of blessing . . .​

​People:         We participate in the new life Christ gives.​

​Leader:​ ​These​​are​​the​​gifts​​of​​God​​for​​the​​people​​of​​God.​​Come,​​for​​all​​things​​are​​ready!​​Now,​
​take,​ ​eat​​the​​broken​​bread​​remembering​​the​​body​​of​​Christ,​​broken​​for​​us.​​Together,​
​drink from the cup of Salvation and remember that Christ’s blood was shed for us.​

​The Prayer of Thanksgiving​ ​All​

​Gracious​​and​​loving​​God,​​you​​have​​made​​us​​one​​in​​the​​body​​of​​Christ,​​and​​nourished​​us​​at​​your​
​table​​with​​holy​​food​​and​​drink.​​Thank​​you​​for​​feeding​​our​​hunger​​and​​relieving​​our​​thirst.​​Now​
​send​​us​​into​​the​​world​​to​​do​​the​​work​​you​​have​​given​​us​​to​​do:​​to​​find​​the​​lost​​and​​lonely,​​to​​heal​
​broken​ ​souls,​ ​to​ ​free​ ​prisoners,​ ​and​ ​make​ ​the​ ​powerful​ ​care.​​Grant​​us​​strength​​to​​persevere​​in​
​resisting​ ​evil,​ ​and​​to​​proclaim​​in​​all​​we​​say​​and​​do​​your​​good​​news​​in​​Christ​​Jesus​​our​​Savior.​
​Amen.​
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​📅Announcements For The Week📅​

​Youth Sunday School Lesson 🧒​
​Youth Sunday School Session (ages 5-12) for first Sundays are virtual.  This is the lesson for May 3, 2026.  Families, please​
​study this lesson with your youth:​

​Topic:  Prayer - "Let us pray!"​ ​Scriptures/Prayers: Palms 23, 100 and 121​
​Lesson: What is Prayer?​​YouTube Channel: GQ Kidz.org​​https://youtu.be/E3cJkF2zQ4w?si=5DmOXM2AmEaiFxhu​
​Songs w/Lyrics:​

​●​ ​"How To Pray Song - P.R.A.Y" - YouTube Channel: Brian Playland - Kids Songs and Bible Stories​
​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZcusPx4yQV0​

​●​ ​"This Is The Day The Lord Has Made" - YouTube Channel: Lion Tribe Song & Dance​
​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_USJxemlCMY​

​Women’s​​Day​​&​​Potluck​​👩🏽👵🏽🍲🌷​ ​This​ ​year's​ ​Women's​ ​Day​ ​will​ ​take​ ​place​ ​on​ ​Sunday,​ ​May​ ​17th​ ​at​ ​Faith​ ​Church​
​at​ ​10​ ​a.m.​ ​The​ ​service​ ​will​ ​be​ ​live​ ​streamed,​ ​all​​are​​invited​​to​​wear​​floral​​prints​​of​​any​​color,​​and​ ​our​ ​guest​ ​speaker​ ​is​
​Rev.​​Tamara​​Moreland​​of​​the​​First​​Congregational​​Church​​of​​Norwalk!​​We​​will​​be​​having​​a​​potluck​​reception​​on​​the​​day,​​so​
​consider​​what​​you​​want​​to​​bring​​and​​fill​​out​​the​​sign​​up​​sheet​​at​​Patricia’s​​desk.​​We​ ​anticipate​ ​a​ ​good​ ​time​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Lord,​
​and  remember  to  submit  your  $100  financial  gift towards Women's Day!​

​🚺🎶Faith Church Women's Day Choir Needs You!​
​Rehearsal takes place at Faith on:​

​●​ ​Tuesday, May 5th  at 6 p.m.​
​●​ ​Tuesday, May 12th  at 6 p.m.​
​●​ ​Friday, May 15th at 6 p.m.​

​Remember, Women's Day is May 17th, so come on out and make a Joyful Noise!​

​🎓 Andrea Barton Reeves  - Graduation Announcement​
​We​​celebrate​​Sis.​​Andrea​​on​​her​​graduation​​from​​Yale​​Divinity​​School!​​Monday,​​May​​18​​|​​12:45​​PM​​(Seating​​by​​12:00–12:15​
​PM)​ ​Yale​ ​Divinity​ ​School,​ ​409​ ​Prospect​ ​St.,​ ​New​ ​Haven.​ ​No​ ​tickets​ ​required.​ ​Street​ ​parking​ ​available​ ​(carpooling​
​encouraged) with a reception to follow.​​Please keep​​Andrea lifted in prayer as she reaches this milestone!​

​⭕👐🏽🍴The Circle of Hands Foundation (COHF) 14th Annual Benefit Dinner on Saturday, June 6th​
​Please​​join​​Errol​​and​​Maxine​​Smith​​and​​the​​Board​​of​​Directors​​of​​the​​Circle​​of​​Hands​​Foundation​​Inc.​​for​​an​​evening​​of​
​entertainment,​​fun​​and​​recognition​​of​​four​​outstanding​​individuals​​in​​our​​community.​ ​COHF​​is​​a​​Hartford​​based​​501​​(c)​
​(3)​​non-profit​​organization​​that​​assists​​three​​orphanages​​in​​Jamaica​​caring​​for​​children​​with​​HIV/AIDS.​ ​Please​​contact​
​Errol​​or​​Maxine​​at​​(860)729-8440​​if​​you​​are​​interested​​in​​attending,​​purchasing​​an​​ad​​in​​our​​program​​booklet​​or​​to​​make​​a​
​donation.​

​Bible Studies & Park And Pray​​📚🙏🏽​

​Weekly Monday Bible Study: 7pm w/​​Rev. Arthur Gaither​​at​
​https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89131531513?pwd=WFQ2M3dNYjZSU3NocHEzOXRQb3lWUT09​

​Monthly Deacons’ Bible Study: 6:30pm, on the 2nd Tuesday​
​Remember our Sick and Shut in your prayers, and all may Park and Pray at 1:11 pm for a​

​Daily Prayer in the Spirit with Pastor Graham or at​​https://parkandprayat111.com​
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​Faith​​Church's​​Open​​and​​Affirming​​Covenant​
​“There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male and female.​

​For you are all one in Christ Jesus” ~ Galatians 3:28​

​“So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other.​
​Just as I have loved you, you should love each other.​

​Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.” ~ John 13:34-35​

​At Faith Congregational Church of Hartford, CT, we believe that faith matters—today and always!​

​As​​an​​Open​​and​​Affirming​​church​​of​​the​​United​​Church​​of​​Christ,​​we​​claim​​with​​one​​voice​​that​​ALL​​people​
​are​ ​created​ ​in​ ​the​ ​image​ ​of​ ​God​ ​and​ ​are​ ​beloved​​beyond​​measure!​​All​​persons​​are​​invited​​to​​fully​​share​
​and​ ​participate​ ​in​ ​the​ ​membership,​ ​leadership,​ ​ministry,​ ​fellowship,​ ​worship,​ ​sacraments,​
​responsibilities, blessings and joys of our church family.​

​We​ ​welcome​ ​and​ ​celebrate​ ​people​ ​of​ ​all​ ​races,​ ​ethnicities,​ ​abilities,​ ​ages,​ ​sexual​ ​orientations,​ ​gender​
​identities,​ ​and​ ​gender​ ​expressions.​ ​All​ ​manner​ ​of​ ​human​ ​diversity,​ ​including​ ​class,​ ​national​ ​origin,​
​residency​ ​status,​ ​economic​ ​circumstance,​ ​family​ ​configuration,​ ​physical,​ ​cognitive,​ ​or​​emotional​​ability​
​and​ ​education​ ​are​ ​respected​ ​and​ ​loved!​ ​And​ ​we​ ​commit​ ​ourselves​ ​to​ ​the​ ​continued​ ​fight​ ​against​ ​the​
​systemic injustices of this world.​

​Whether​​you​​are​​filled​​with​​faith,​​filled​​with​​doubt,​​or​​somewhere​​in​​between,​​you​​are​​not​​just​​accepted​
​here—you​ ​are​ ​embraced.​ ​Faith​ ​Church​ ​is​ ​a​ ​place​ ​where​ ​your​ ​talents​ ​and​ ​abilities​ ​are​ ​needed​ ​and​ ​your​
​presence is a blessing.​

​Faith Matters and You Matter.​
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​Faith​ ​Church​​is​​the​​oldest​​Black​​Church​​in​​the​​city​​of​​Hartford.​​In​​our​​207th​​year,​​the​​church​​is​
​still​​a​​vibrant​​community​​of​​believers.​​We​​hold​​a​​high​​level​​of​​trust​​and​​witness​​to​​God’s​​grace​​in​​the​​midst​
​of​ ​human​ ​life.​ ​As​ ​a​ ​congregation​ ​of​ ​the​​United​​Church​​of​​Christ,​​(Southern​​New​​England​​Conference)​​we​
​are​ ​devoted​ ​to​ ​making​ ​disciples​ ​for​ ​Christ.​ ​We​ ​are​ ​an​​Open​​&​​Affirming​​,​​justice​​-​​minded​​church​​;​​a​
​community​​committed​​to​​addressing​​issues​​in​​a​​denomination​​that​​often​​leads​​the​​way​​in​​our​​nation​​as​​we​
​celebrate​ ​many​ ​firsts​ ​as​ ​part​ ​of​ ​our​ ​history.​ ​For​ ​example,​ ​the​ ​UCC​ ​is​ ​the​ ​first​ ​denomination​​to​​ordain​​a​
​Black man, a woman, and a LGBTQ person into ministry in this nation. ​
​ ​
​Faith​​Church​​is​​a​​historic​​local​​church,​​too,​​having​​participated​​in​​the​​nation’s​​first​​civil​​rights​​case,​
​(the​​Amistad​​trial)​​where​​the​​captives​​on​​the​​ship​​La​​Amistad​​were​​eventually​​set​​free.​​Faith​​Church​​raised​
​significant​​dollars​​for​​the​​captive’s​​defense.​​The​​first​​school​​for​​“Colored​​Children''​​in​​Hartford​​was​​started​
​here​ ​as​ ​well.​ ​We​ ​are​ ​a​ ​caring​ ​community​ ​through​ ​the​​empowering​​and​​liberating​​Word​​of​​God​​revealed​
​and lived through Jesus Christ. ​
​ ​
​Faith​ ​Church​ ​is​ ​a​ ​place​ ​where​ ​we​ ​discover,​ ​develop,​ ​and​ ​grow​ ​our​​faith. FAITH​​MATTERS​
​TODAY​ ​and​ ​ALWAYS!​ ​Faith​ ​Church​ ​is​ ​a​ ​place​ ​where​ ​questions​ ​are​ ​welcomed,​ ​and​ ​answers​ ​are​
​discovered​ ​and​ ​shared.​ ​Our​ ​faith​ ​is​ ​Bible-centered,​ ​but​ ​we​ ​trust​ ​in​ ​the​ ​sharing​ ​we​ ​seek​ ​to​ ​do​ ​with​ ​one​
​another,​​to​​grow​​in​​faith​​as​​well.​​We​​would​​welcome​​you.​​Our​​Spiritual​​Gifts​​are​​discovered​​and​​shared​​for​
​the​​glory​​of​​God. ​​We​​celebrate​​our​​history​​and​​build​​upon​​the​​best​​of​​the​​old​​and​​new​​traditions​​of​​our​​faith​
​and​ ​worship...we​ ​love​ ​to​ ​tell​ ​the​ ​story!​ ​Our​ ​community​ ​extends​​beyond​​the​​doors​​of​​our​​church,​​and​​we​
​bear​ ​witness,​ ​testify,​ ​and​ ​share​ ​the​ ​Good​ ​News. ​ ​We​ ​are​ ​not​ ​afraid​ ​to​​try​​new​​things​​and​​embrace​​those​
​things that help us praise God with spirit and in truth. ​

​NO MATTER WHERE YOU ARE ON LIFE’S JOURNEY, YOU ARE WELCOME AT FAITH!​
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